Acetic acid (0.4 g) was added to a solution of ethyl 3-amino-2-N-[(2¢-cyanobiphenyl-4-yl)methyl]aminobenzoate (2.0 g) in ethyl orthocarbonate (10 mL). The mixture was stirred at 353 K for one hour. The reaction mixture was concentrated, and the concentrate was dissolved in ethyl acetate. The solution was washed with an aqueous solution of sodium hydrogen carbonate and water. The solvent was evaporated to give crystals. Colorless single crystals of title compound suitable for diffraction analysis were obtained from an ethyl acetate solution after one week.
Discussion
The title compound is an important intermediate in the synthesis of candesartan cilexetil, which is a clinical drug use as treating hypertension and heart failure [1] and was synthesized by the cyclic reaction of ethyl 3-amino-2-N-[(2¢-cyanobiphenyl-4-yl)-methyl]aminobenzoate with ethyl orthocarbonate in the presence of acetic acid [2] . In title structure, the bond lengths and angles are in normal range. The torsion angles C16C17C20C21 of 41.1(5)°and C18 C17C20C25 of 43.3(5)°are very closely to those of 4¢-(bromomethyl)-1,1¢-biphenyl-2-carbonitrile (48.6(7)°and 48.3(7)°, respectively) [3] and to those of 4¢-[(2-butyl-4-oxo-1,3-diazaspiro [4, 4] non-1-en-3-yl)methyl]-(1,1¢-biphenyl)-2-carbonitrile (54.7(2)°and 50.0(3)°, respectively) [4] . The corresponding torsion angle for the candesartan cilexetil molecule is also in the same range (49.6(4)°) [5] . The crystal packing of the title structure is stabilized by weak intermolecular CH···O and CH···N interactions. 
